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Independence Day
JULY 4th, 2006

July 4™, 1776 - How the Declaration of Independence Was Adopted

On June 7, 1776, Richard Henry Lee, who had issued the first call for a congress of the colonies, intro-
duced in the Continental Congress at Philadelphia a resolution declaring “that these United Colonies are,
and of right ought to be, free and independent states, that they are absolved from all allegiance to the
British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the state of Great Britain is, and ought
to be, totally dissolved.”

The resolution, seconded by John Adams on behalf of the Massachusetts delegation, came up again on
June 10 when a committee of 5, headed by Thomas Jefferson, was appointed to express the purpose of
the resolution in a declaration of independence. The others on the committee were John Adams, Benja-
min Franklin, Robert R. Livingston, and Roger Sherman. Drafting the Declaration was assigned to Jef-
ferson, who worked on a portable desk of his own construction in a room at Market and 7th Sts. The
committee reported the result on June 28, 1776.

The members of the Congress suggested a number of changes, which Jefferson called “deplorable.”
They didn't approve Jefferson's arraignment of the British people and King George I1I for encouraging
and fostering the slave trade, which Jefferson called “an execrable commerce.” They made 86 changes,
eliminating 480 words and leaving 1,337. In the final form, capitalization was erratic. Jefferson had writ-
ten that men were endowed with “inalienable” rights; in the final copy it came out as “unalienable” and
has been thus ever since.

The Lee-Adams resolution of independence was adopted by 12 yeas on July 2—the actual date of the act
of independence. The Declaration, which explains the act, was adopted July 4, in the evening.

After the Declaration was adopted, July 4, 1776, it was turned over to John Dunlap, printer, to be printed
on broadsides. The original copy was lost and one of his broadsides was attached to a page in the journal
of the Congress. It was read aloud July 8 in Philadelphia, PA, Easton, PA, and Trenton, NJ. On July 9 at
6 PM it was read by order of Gen. George Washington to the troops assembled on the Common in New
York City (City Hall Park).

The Continental Congress of July 19, 1776, adopted the following resolution:

“Resolved, That the Declaration passed on the 4th, be fairly engrossed on parchment with the title and
stile of ‘The Unanimous Declaration of the thirteen United States of America' and that the same, when
engrossed, be signed by every member of Congress.”

Not all delegates who signed the engrossed Declaration were present on July 4. Robert Morris (PA),
William Williams (CT), and Samuel Chase (MD) signed on Aug. 2; Oliver Wolcott (CT), George Wythe
(VA), Richard Henry Lee (VA), and Elbridge Gerry (MA) signed in August and September; Matthew
Thornton (NH) joined the Congress Nov. 4 and signed later. Thomas McKean (DE) rejoined Washing-
ton's army before signing and said later that he signed in 1781.

Charles Carroll of Carrollton was appointed a delegate by Maryland on July 4, 1776, presented his cre-
dentials July 18, and signed the engrossed Declaration on Aug. 2. Born Sept. 19, 1737, he was 95 years
old and the last surviving signer when he died on Nov. 14, 1832.

Two Pennsylvania delegates who did not support the Declaration on July 4 were replaced.

The 4 New York delegates did not have authority from their state to vote on July 4. On July 9, the New
York state convention authorized its delegates to approve the Declaration, and the Congress was so noti-
fied on July 15, 1776. The 4 signed the Declaration on Aug. 2.

The original engrossed Declaration is preserved in the National Archives Building in Washington, DC.



The Denton County Veteran—Page 3

Military Order of the Purple Heart
August 7, 2006

The Purple Heart is an American decoration-the oldest military decoration in the world in present use and the first
American award made available to the common soldier. It was initially created as the Badge of Military Merit by
one of the world's most famed and best-loved heroes-General George Washington.
General Washington is often pictured as a cold, stern soldier, a proud aristocrat. Yet we know he showed sympathy
and concern for his troops, and was not too proud to pray humbly on his knees for his beloved country and for the
men who served it, and him, so bravely and loyally.
His keen appreciation of the importance of the common soldier in any campaign impelled him to recognize out-
standing valor and merit by granting a commission or an advance in rank to deserving individuals. In the summer
of 1782 he was ordered by the Continental Congress to cease doing so-there were no funds to pay the soldiers,
much less the officers!
Deprived of his usual means of reward, he must have searched for a substitute. Shortly after receiving the "stop"
order from Congress, he wrote his memorable General Orders of August 7, 1782, which read in part as follows:
"The General, ever desirous to cherish virtuous ambition in his soldiers as well as foster and encourage every spe-
cies of military merit, directs that whenever any singularly meritorious action is performed, the
author of it shall be permitted to wear on his facings, over his left breast, the figure of a heart in
purple cloth or silk edged with narrow lace or binding. Not only instances of unusual gallantry
but also of extraordinary fidelity and essential service in any way shall meet with due reward.

The name and regiment of the persons so certified are to be enrolled in a Book of Merit which

shall be kept in the orderly room." The order further states: "Men who have merited this dis-

tinction to be suffered to pass all guards and sentinels which officers are permitted to do. The

order to be retroactive to the earliest stages of the war, and to be a permanent one." Washing-
ton ended his order with: "The road to glory in a patriot army and a free country is thus open to

all.”

Lost or misfiled for almost 150 years among the War Department Records at Washington, D.C.,
this important paper came to light during the search for Washington's papers prior to the cele-
bration of his bicentennial in 1932. With it were the dramatic accounts of three soldiers who
received the decoration at Newburgh, N.Y., at Washington's Headquarters. The Book of Merit
has not been found. The U.S. War Department revived the Purple Heart decoration on February 22, 1932. Miss
Elizabeth Will, an Army heraldic specialist in the Office of the Quartermaster General, was named to redesign the
newly revived medal, which became known as the Purple Heart. Using general specifications provided to her, Ms.
Will created the design sketch for the present medal of the Purple Heart. The Commission of Fine Arts solicited
plaster models from three leading sculptors for the medal, selecting that of John R. Sinnock of the Philadelphia
Mint in May 1931. The revived form is of metal, instead of perishable cloth, made in the shape of a rich purple
heart bordered with gold, with a bust of Washington in the center and the Washington coat-of-arms at the top. The
latter is believed to have been the source of the stars and stripes of the American Flag.

The PURPLE HEART is awarded to members of the armed forces of the U.S. who are wounded by an instrument
of war in the hands of the enemy and posthumously to the next of kin in the name of those who are killed in action
or die of wounds received in action. It is specifically a combat decoration.

An organization now known as the "Military Order of the Purple Heart," was formed in 1932 for the protection
and mutual interest of all who have received the decoration. Composed exclusively of Purple Heart recipients, it is
the only veterans service organization comprised strictly of "combat" veterans
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For Local Help
Denton County Veterans Service Office
1505 E. McKinney St. #183
Denton, TX 76209
940-349-2950
Fax: 940-349-2951
Monday through Friday
8:00 am to noon
1:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Wounded Warriors

New Mission - Looking Forward

The soldier above all others prays for peace.
for it is the soldier who must suffer
and bear the deepest wounds and scars of war.
Douglas MacArthur

Welcome to Wounded Warriors!

Wounded Warriors was founded in March, 2003 to support the Soldiers, Airmen, Sailors and Ma-
rines who were evacuated from Afghanistan and Iraq to the Landstuhl (Germany) Regional Medical
Center for treatment for injuries and wounds stemming from Operations “Enduring Freedom” and
“Iraqi Freedom”.

Because of the financial support Wounded Warriors received, we were able to support other military
hospitals in the States and Iraq by purchasing laptop computers and other morale items to be used by
the staff and patients.

New Mission
Now, because of your support Wounded Warriors is able to take on a new mission.
Wounded Warriors owns a two fully furnished condominium units in Orlando, Florida, and in

Galveston, Texas, to be used by qualified veterans and their families for a one-week stay. We also
provide family passes to Disney World and, in some cases, will pay for transportation costs.

We have taken on this new mission as many families of our young warriors who have been severely
injured or wounded may never be able to afford what many of us take for granted. Please take a few
minutes to learn about Wounded Warriors and our work at http://www.woundedwarriors.org .
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