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March 3, 2004 
National Anthem Day 

The Star-Spangled Banner                                               
If there is anything taken more seriously than the US flag, it's possibly the national an-
them. The Star-Spangled Banner accompanies just about every major American func-
tion, and at major sporting events a significant honor is bestowed on those asked to sing 
what is probably the best known national anthem in the world. 
But, listen to the words and it tells of a moment in US history when the war with the 
British was being fought and of one man's relief in seeing the US flag still flying after a 
vicious bombardment.                          
Before the Battle 
The War of 1812 had been a particularly nasty conflict with the British. They had 
burned down the Capitol and White House in Washington, and were set on taking the 
port of Baltimore, which was protected in part by Fort McHenry. After an initial land 
attack had been thwarted, 16 ships of the British fleet positioned themselves for a mas-
sive attack on the fort. Before the fleet came within canon range, two Americans, Colo-
nel John Skinner and a lawyer and part-time poet by the name of Francis Scott Key, had 
gone out to one of the British ships. They had come to negotiate the release of Dr Wil-
liam Beanes, a friend of Key who had been seized following the attack on Washington. 
The British agreed, but all three had learned too much about the forthcoming attack and 
were detained by the British on board the frigate Surprise until it was over.      
The Defense of Fort McHenry 
The attack started on September 12th, 1814, and continued for the next two days. Skin-
ner, Beane and Key watched much of the bombardment from the deck and, through the 
nights of the 12th and 13th they caught glimpses of the star-shaped fort with its huge 
flag - 42ft long, with 8 red stripes, 7 white stripes and 15 white stars, it had been spe-
cially commissioned to be big enough that the British could not possibly fail to see it 
from a distance.  In the dark of the night of the 13th, the shelling suddenly stopped - 
through the darkness they couldn't tell whether the British forces had been defeated, or 
the fort had fallen.  As the sun began to rise, Key peered through the lifting darkness 
anxious to see if the flag they had seen the night before was still flying. And so it was 
that he scribbled on the back of an envelope the first lines of a poem he called Defense 
of Fort M'Henry:                 
O, say can you see, by the dawn's early light, 
What so proudly we hail'd at the twilight's last gleaming  
As the mist started to clear he was aware that there was a flag flying - but was it the Brit-
ish flag? It was difficult to tell: 

What is that which the breeze o'er the towering steep, 
As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses?  
But finally the sun rose, and with intense relief and pride he saw that the fort had with-
stood the onslaught ... 

'Tis the star-spangled banner - O long may it wave 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave.  

(continued on page 2) 
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The poem becomes a hymn and anthem 
On the way back to shore, and later in his hotel room, he 
completed all four verses of the poem, and the following 
morning he took it to his brother-in-law, a local judge, 
who thought it so good that he arranged to have it printed 
as a handbill.            
It is very likely that Key only ever intended this as a 
poem. However, there was a very popular tune of the time 
which had the same form and metre, and there can be no 
doubt that Key was heavily influenced by it - ironically, 
this was the tune of a British drinking song!        
When the handbills were printed, they bore the name of 
this tune to which the poem should be sung - Anacreon in 
Heaven. Nobody is sure whether this was Key's idea, or 
whether his brother-in-law had made the connection, but 
to this day the American National Anthem is sung to the 
tune of a British drinking song.        
At one time, the English composer Dr Thomas Arnold 
was thought to be its composer - it was used as the       
constitutional song of the Anacreonic Society, a drinking 
club based in a pub in the Strand, London, for which Ar-
nold had written numerous songs. However, it is now ac-
cepted that the tune was actually written by John Stafford 
Smith for the same society, probably in 1771.      
                    

Key made a number of hand-written copies of his original 
poem, introducing the occasional change. But it wasn't 
just Key that made alterations; various editors along the 
way have also had a hand in altering spelling, punctuation 
and even the words. The original text of the poem has 
therefore varied depending on where you read it.     
In 1916, President Woodrow Wilson ordered that it 
should be-
come the Na-
tional Anthem 
played by the 
military and 
naval services, 
but it wasn't 
until March 
3rd, 1931 that 
it was offi-
cially designated as the National Anthem by act of Con-
gress:                            
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the composition known as The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner is designated as the National Anthem of the United 
States of America.  

 

Defense Distinguished Service Medal 

(All Services) 
For award by the secretary of defense for exceptionally meritorious 

service in a duty of great responsibility. 
The Defense Distinguished Service Medal is awarded by the Sec-

retary of Defense to high ranking military officers for exceptionally 
meritorious service in a duty of great responsibility with the Office 

of the Secretary of Defense, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Defense 
Agencies or for other Joint Activities specifically designated by the 

Secretary of Defense.  The DDSM was established in 1970. 
 

A Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster is worn for each additional 
award 

  A gold star is worn for subsequent awards to members 
of the Coast Guard 
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The Defense Activity for Non-Traditional Education Support (DANTES) maintains the educational records of the 
service members who have completed DANTES Subject Standardized Tests (DSSTs), CLEP examinations, USAFI 
(United States Armed Forces Institute), and GED tests. 
 
Before July 1, 1974, the results of courses and tests taken under the auspices of USAFI (United States Armed Forces 
Institute, disestablished 1974) are available from the DANTES Program: 

DANTES Program 
The Chauncey Group International 

P.O. Box 6605 
Princeton, NJ  08541-6605 

There is a $10.00 fee charged for each transcript requested. There is no charge for transcripts sent to military Test 
Control Officers (TCOs) for counseling purposes. 
 
For GED tests taken overseas after July 1, 1974 write to: 

GED Testing Service 
One Dupont Circle 

Washington, DC  20036-1193 
For GED tests taken within the United States after July 1, 1974, write to the Department of Education in the state 
where the test was taken. 
 
The results of DSSTs and CLEP tests taken under the auspices of the DANTES Program after July 1, 1974, are avail-
able from: 

DANTES Program 
The Chauncey Group International 

P.O. Box 6604 
Princeton, NJ  08541-6604 
Telephone: 609-720-6740 

A fee of $8.00 is charged for each transcript requested. A transcript may include any or all DSST and CLEP examina-
tions taken while in the military. There is no charge for transcripts sent to military TCOs for counseling purposes. 
You may call the DANTES Program at 609-720-6740 to order a transcript request form. Or you may request a tran-
script if you include all of the following information along with the appropriate fee:   
 Name (include all names test will be registered under) 
 Current address and phone number 
  Social Security Number 
 Which test you would like included on the transcript, i.e. passing scores only, certain test, etc 
 Signature is required—this authorizes the DANTES Program to release the information 
Transcript request fees may be paid by check or money order payable to the DANTES Program. Payment may also 
be made with a Master Card or Visa (please include the expiration date). If paying by credit card, you may fax your 
request to 609-720-6800. 
 
 

http://www.militaryguides.acenet.edu/other.htm 
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Independent Living Program 
(ILP) 
WHAT is the Independent Living Program?  
This type of program is always tailored to the spe-
cific individual needs, and might incorporate such 
things as assistive technology, Independent Living 
skills training, and/or connection to community-
based support services.  

WHO qualifies for ILP?  
A veteran whose service-connected disability or dis-
abilities and overall condition make employment 
goals infeasible at this time. This determination must 
be made by VA Vocational Rehabilitation & Employ-
ment (VR&E) staff. 

HOW are ILP's developed?  
When VR&E staff determines that employment 

goals are not feasible, attention may then be turned 
to independent living needs. Through a process of 
personal interviews, consultation with professionals 
who may be providing medical or support services, 
feedback from family members, and additional as-
sessment if necessary, the elements of an ILP will 
emerge. The veteran is very much a part of all ILP 
planning. 

WHEN should I apply for the 
ILP?  
If you believe your service-connected disabilities and 
overall conditions are so serious as to make employment 
goals impossible, you may request consideration for an 
ILP. However, you must first file an application for VR&E 
services, and get an appointment to review your situation 
with VR&E staff who must determine that an ILP is appro-
priate. 

http://www.vba.va.gov/bln/vre/tsi/search_main.asp 
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ABOUT VETERANS (from the DVA website at www.va.gov) 
 
 The following are some excerpts from stories written by students volunteering at the Harry S. Truman Memorial Veterans 
Hospital in Columbia, MO. 
 
 WHY ARE VETERANS SPECIAL? 
By Cheryl 
 
In our family room next to the fireplace sits a globe with several black marker lines drawn around it. Your first 
assumption is that maybe a little kid got hold of it and decided to leave his mark, but on a second look you see 
that the lines are deliberate routes across the oceans, connecting countries and islands. These lines are in fact 
the work of my grandpa---a very big kid who took the globe and decided to mark it with his many trips about 
serving onboard a World War II Naval vessel. I remember listening to him recollect his trips across the Atlantic 
and Pacific to foreign counties from Great Britain and India to Australia and the Philippines. I also remember 
wondering what my dad would do when he discovered what my grandpa had done to his globe. Every time my 
grandparents come to visit, my grandpa has us get the globe and he proceeds to describe his war days to any 
new “victims” who have not heard the stories. 
 
I don’t think at first I gave my grandpa the respect or admiration he deserved for being a World War II veteran. 
All I know about the war came from school---it was a horrible part of history that I had no personal connection 
to, something of a past generation. I politely listened to grandpa at first without any real interest. I was more 
curious about why he wrote on our globe. I now listen to him with more interest; this is not dull, factual history 
usually taught at school, but a personal story filled with emotions and eye-witness accounts that will never be 
in text books. With him, the past comes alive because it is not just about historic figures or major battles of the 
war, but tales of real people.  
 
Veterans like my grandpa are the living bridge to a past. Their memories bring back to life events that are 
sometimes left in a dusty corner and forgotten. As a younger generation, we need to listen to these veterans 
because the stories they tell will be something totally unexpected and surprising. You just never know when 
one will be inspired to draw on your globe! 
 
For more Living Memories—Reflections of Students Volunteering in VA Hospitals please visit; 
 
http://www.appc1.va.gov/volunteer/docs/Living_memories.pdf 
 
 



 

Denton County Veterans Service Office 
306 N. Loop 288, Suite 146 
Denton, TX  76209 
Monday through Friday 
8:00 am—Noon & 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

For Local Help:  Phone: 940-349-2950  Fax: 940-349-2951  - veterans@dentoncounty.com Page 6 

If  you ♥ your freedom 
Thank a veteran  

We’re on the WEB at 

www.dentoncounty.com 

http://www.loc.gov/folklife/vets/ 
 
There are 19 million war veterans living in the United States today, but every day we lose 1,700 of them. Motivated 
by a desire to honor our nation's war veterans for their service and to collect their stories and experiences while they 
are still among us, the United States Congress created the Veterans History Project. The authorizing legislation, spon-
sored by Representatives Ron Kind, Amo Houghton, and Steny Hoyer in the U.S. House of Representatives and 
Senators Max Cleland and Chuck Hagel in the U.S. Senate, received unanimous support and was signed into law by 
President William Jefferson Clinton on October 27, 2000. Public Law 106-380 calls upon the American Folklife Cen-
ter at the Library of Congress to collect and preserve audio- and video-taped oral histories, along with documentary 
materials such as letters, diaries, maps, photographs, and home movies, of America's war veterans and those who 
served in support of them.  The Veterans History Project focuses on World War I (1914-1920), World War II (1939-
1946), and the Korean (1950-1955), Vietnam (1961-1975), and Persian Gulf (1990-1995) wars. It includes all partici-
pants in those wars--men and women, civilian and military. It documents the contributions of civilian volunteers, sup-
port staff, and war industry workers as well as the experiences of military personnel from all ranks and all branches of 
service--the Air Force, Army, Marine Corps, and Navy, as well as the U.S. Coast Guard and Merchant Marine. The 
Project greatly values and appreciates veterans' stories from additional combat arenas and those received will be proc-
essed as resources allow. Knowing that this and future generations of Americans have much to learn from those who 
served, we at the Library of Congress and the American Folklife Center have embraced this national effort. We en-
courage you to read the information and instructions on this Web site and to join us in making the Veterans History 
Project a success. 
 

Our Five-Star Council 
Assisting us in our work is our Five-Star Council. This is a group of prominent leaders invited by the Librarian of Con-
gress to advise the project and bring it increased visibility nationwide. Members of the Five-Star Council include veterans, elected offi-
cials, historians, and journalists, each with a relevant personal connection to this endeavor. 
 
(continued in April issue) 


