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2004 National POW/MIA Recognition 
Day 

September 14, 2004  
This commemoration is set aside to honor the commitment and the sacrifices made by this na-
tion's Prisoners of War and those who are still Missing in Action, as well as their families. By 
custom, it is often observed in Pentagon ceremonies on the third Friday in September, however, it 
has been moved in the past to avoid conflicts with religious observances. In 2004, it will be ob-
served on Tuesday, September 14, 2004, out of respect for Rosh Hashanah.                             
Military units, municipalities, veterans' posts and chapters that have not made final plans may 
want to consider changing their dates of local observance, however, final decisions rest with local 
planners depending on the needs of the community. National POW/MIA Recognition Day is one 
of the six days specified by law on which the black POW/MIA flag shall be flown over federal 
facilities and cemeteries, post offices and military installations. 

http://www.dtic.mil/dpmo/powday/index.htm    
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Civil War Flag in the National Parks Service Collection 

This Bit of History will continue in the September Issue 

U.S. Treasury Guards Flag  

Dramatically associated with the close of the war, this flag decorated 
the front of the Presidential box at Ford Theater, in Washington, D.C. 
on the night of April 14th, 1865. Booth, President Abraham Lincoln's 
assassin, caught his spur and tore this flag as he jumped from the 
Presidential Box to the stage below. 

Fort Pulaski                                                                            
Confederate First National Flag  

This flag has the First National pattern with 9 stars on the canton. 
The flag's large dimensions indicate that it was probably used as a 
storm flag during bad weather. 

Montgomery Guards Flag  

The "Sisters of Mercy" presented this flag that was carried on a cross 
pole by the Montgomery Guards on March 17, 1862. The Guards, 
garrisoned at Fort Pulaski were made up of men of Irish heritage who 
came from Montgomery, Georgia. 
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VA Reaches Out to Newest Combat Veterans 
WASHINGTON  

T he Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is expanding its efforts to reach veterans of com-
bat operations in Iraq and Afghanistan to ensure they are aware of benefits they have 
earned. 

Beginning today, Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony J. Principi is sending a personal letter to 
more than 150,000 veterans of Operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom who have re-
cently separated from the military to thank them for their service and to remind them of their eli-
gibility for VA health care and other benefits. 
"I want these men and women to know that we are grateful for their service to our country," Prin-
cipi said.  "Those who served in Afghanistan, Iraq and other places around the world have risked 
their lives to make America more secure.  One of the ways the nation shows its gratitude is by 
ensuring veterans receive the benefits they deserve." 
Principi's letter includes brochures and links to its Web pages at www.va.gov that contain more 
details about VA benefits, including an opportunity to apply for benefits online. 
As Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom veterans continue to leave the active-duty military, VA 
expects to mail about 10,000 letters each month. 
VA also regularly mails information packets to all service members separating from the military 
to remind them of eligibility for basic VA benefits, such as VA-guaranteed home loans and edu-
cation benefits.  In addition, there are provisions in these programs for reservists and National 
Guard members. 
The additional outreach to those recently deployed to combat theaters alerts them to special eligi-
bility that increases their access to health care for two years after separation from the military for 
illnesses and injuries that may be the result of  military service.  For those medical problems, VA 
waives co-payments for inpatient and outpatient care. 
VA focuses special attention on those with service-related disabilities.  The department's goal is a 
seamless transition from military to VA services, with claims for financial benefits receiving ex-
pedited processing.  For the seriously wounded, VA has counselors working at the bedsides of 
patients in military hospitals with the largest numbers of casualties to begin benefit applications 
before they leave the military. 
In addition, VA social service personnel work at these military facilities to plan health care coor-
dination as service members move from military to VA care.  This helps ensure a smooth transi-
tion to a VA hospital or clinic near the veteran’s intended residence for continuity of medical 
care. 
In partnership with state and local government benefits counselors and veterans service organiza-
tion representatives, VA annually briefs about 200,000 service members around the 
world before discharge to help prepare them for civilian transition and VA benefits.  It 
operates benefits offices at 133 military installations to help service members with con-
ditions arising during service prepare to begin receiving VA compensation promptly 
after discharge. 
"VA has learned many lessons since the Gulf War in 1991 and other conflicts, which 
will ensure that this newest generation of war veterans receives the health care and assis-
tance they deserve when they return to civilian life," said Principi. 



 

Page 4 THE DENTON COUNTY VETERAN 

A Rare Opportunity In Iraq 
Mother and son see each other daily at Camp Victory 
http://deploymentlink.osd.mil/news/dquarterly/spring04/mother_son.htm  

by pfc. alma h. barrus 
122nd mobile public affairs 
detachment  

 

F or most soldiers serving in Iraq, the only contact they have with their 
families is to write letters and e-mails or go to the phone center.  
 

One lucky soldier in the 2nd Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division, has recently 
been getting to see his mother in person almost daily at Camp Victory, 
Baghdad in Iraq. 
 
"I was told I would be working out of the Baghdad International Airport, 
and later I found out that I would be staying at Camp Victory," said Depart-
ment of the Army civilian Sheila Lowell. She is working for the Army Mate-
riel Command. "And, I said I think I know someone who's there." 
 
Sheila is the mother of Sgt. Matthew Lowell, 2nd Platoon, 545th Military Police Company, who arrived in Iraq in 
January. 
 
"AMC [Army Materiel Command] said they needed help with accountability for the contractors when I was at Fort 
Monmouth, N.J., and I volunteered to go and eventually got here," she said. 
 
After arriving in Baghdad March 21, Sheila got to see her son that evening. Both mother and son are based at Camp 
Victory. 
"I love the military life wherever I go … and being able to see my son is a true blessing," said she. 
 
Sheila was scheduled to remain in country for about four months, but that may change. 
 
"We're still not sure if she is staying here with [Baghdad International Airport] closing down … but the chances that 
we would even run into each other over here is pretty slim, and we're thankful for it," Matthew said. 
 
Military service is an integral part of the Lowell family. Sheila grew up as an "Army brat" and served in the Army 30 
years ago. Her husband, Bill Lowell, retired in 1988, after serving 22 years in the Army. He worked in Kuwait as a De-
partment of the Army civilian a year ago. 
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History of the League's POW/MIA Flag 

In 1971, Mrs. Michael Hoff, an 
MIA wife and member of the Na-
tional League of Families, recog-
nized the need for a symbol of our 
POW/MIAs. Prompted by an article 
in the Jacksonville, Florida Times-
Union, Mrs. Hoff contacted Norman 
Rivkees, Vice President of Annin & 
Company which had made a banner 
for the newest member of the 
United Nations, the People’s Re-
public of China, as a part of their 
policy to provide flags to all United 
Nations members states. Mrs. Hoff 
found Mr. Rivkees very sympa-
thetic to the POW/MIA issue, and 
he, along with Annin’s advertising 
agency, designed a flag to represent 
our missing men. Following League 
approval, the flags were manufac-
tured for distribution.  
On March 9, 1989, an official 
League flag, which flew over the 
White House on 1988 National 
POW/MIA Recognition Day, was 
installed in the U.S. Capitol Ro-
tunda as a result of legislation 
passed overwhelmingly during the 
100th Congress. In a demonstration 
of bipartisan Congressional support, 
the leadership of both Houses 
hosted the installation ceremony. 
The League’s POW/MIA flag is the 
only flag ever displayed in the U.S. 
Capitol Rotunda where it will stand 
as a powerful symbol of national 
commitment to America’s 
POW/MIAs until the fullest possi-
ble accounting has been achieved 
for U.S. personnel still missing and 
unaccounted for from the Vietnam 
War. 
On August 10, 1990, the 101st Con-
gress passed U.S. Public Law 101-
355, which recognized the League’s 
POW/MIA flag and designated it 

"as the symbol of our Nation’s con-
cern and commitment to resolving 
as fully as possible the fates of 
Americans still prisoner, missing 
and unaccounted for in Southeast 
Asia, thus ending the uncertainty for 
their families and the Nation".  
The importance of the League’s 
POW/MIA flag lies in its continued 
visibility, a constant reminder of the 
plight of America’s POW/MIAs. 
Other than "Old Glory", the 
League’s POW/MIA flag is the only 
flag ever to fly over the White 
House, having been displayed in 
this place of honor on National 
POW/MIA Recognition Day since 
1982. Passage by the 105th Con-
gress of Section 1082 of the 1998 
Defense Authorization Act requires 
that the League’s POW/MIA flag 
fly six days each year: Armed 
Forces Day, Memorial Day, Flag 
Day, Independence Day, National 
POW/MIA Recognition Day and 
Veterans Day. It must be displayed 
at the White House, the U.S. Capi-
tol, the Departments of State, De-
fense and Veterans Affairs, head-
quarters of the Selective Service 
System, major military installations 
as designated by the Secretary of 
the Defense, all Federal cemeteries 
and all offices of the U.S. Postal 
Service. By law passed in 2002, it 
must fly year-round at the National 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial, the 
Korean War Veterans Memorial and 
the World War II Memorial.  
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Until July 18, 1979, no commemoration was held to honor 
America's POW/MIAs, those returned and those still miss-
ing and unaccounted for from our nation's wars. That first 
year, resolutions were passed in the Congress and the 
national ceremony was held at the National Cathedral, 
Washington, D.C. The Missing Man formation was flown 
by the 1st Tactical Squadron, Langley AFB, Virginia. The 
Veterans Administration published a poster including only 
the letters "POW/MIA" and that format was continued until 
1982, when a black and white drawing of a POW in harsh 
captivity was used to convey the urgency of situation and 
the priority that President Ronald Reagan assigned to 
achieving the fullest possible accounting for Americans 
still missing from the Vietnam War. 
National POW/MIA Recognition Day legislation was intro-
duced yearly, until 1995 when it was deemed by Con-
gress that legislation designating special commemorative 
days would no longer be considered by Congress. The 
President now signs a proclamation each year. In the 
early years, the date was routinely set in close proximity 
to the League's annual meetings. In the mid-1980's, the 
American Ex-POWs decided that they wished to see the 
date established as April 9th, the date during World War II 
when the largest number of Americans were captured. As 
a result, legislation urged by the American Ex-POWs was 
passed covering two years, July 20, 1984 and April 9, 
1985, as the commemoration dates.  
The 1984 National POW/MIA Recognition Day ceremony 
was held at the White House, hosted by President Ronald 
Reagan. At that most impressive ceremony, the Reagan 

Administration balanced the focus to honor all returned 
POWs and renew national commitment to accounting as 
fully as possible for those still missing. Perhaps the most 
impressive Missing Man formation ever flown was that 
year, up the Ellipse and over the White House. Unfortu-
nately, the 1985 ceremony was canceled due to inclem-
ent weather, a concern that had been expressed when 
the April 9th date was proposed. 
Subsequently, in an effort to accommodate all returned 
POWs and all Americans still missing and unaccounted 
for from all wars, the National League of Families pro-
posed the third Friday in September, a date not associ-
ated with any particular war and not in conjunction with 
any organization's national convention. Most National 
POW/MIA Recognition Day ceremonies have been held 
at the Pentagon. On September 19, 1986, however, the 
national ceremony was held on the steps on the U.S. 
Capitol facing the Mall, again concluding with a flight in 
Missing Man formation. 
National POW/MIA Recognition Day Ceremonies are now 
held throughout the nation and around the world on mili-
tary installations, ships at sea, state capitols, at schools, 
churches, national veteran and civic organizations, police 
and fire departments, fire stations, etc. The League's 
POW/MIA flag is flown, and the focus is to ensure that 
America remembers its responsibility to stand behind 
those who serve our nation and do everything possible to 
account for those who do not return. 


