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THE DENTON COUNTY VETERAN 

Some Survivors of  Veterans Face Deadline for 
Restored Benefit 

WASHINGTON – The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) wants to ensure 
that surviving spouses of deceased veterans are aware of an approaching dead-
line that may affect entitlement to Dependency and Indemnity Compensation 
(DIC) benefits.  Last year, President Bush signed Public Law 108-183, the 
"Veterans Benefits Act of 2003," which restores entitlement to DIC and related 
home loan and education benefits for surviving spouses who remarry on or after 
their 57th birthdays.                    
VA officials are concerned that surviving spouses may not be aware of this 
change in law, or may overlook this benefit if their subsequent marriages have 
not ended. Generally, VA pays DIC to the surviving spouses of military service 
members who die while on active duty, and to surviving spouses of veterans 
whose death resulted from service-related causes.        
The basic monthly rate is $967 and is increased if the surviving spouse has de-
pendents, is housebound, or meets criteria common to those who need a home 
aide.  There are additional payments for dependent children.  Parents who were 
dependent upon the  service member's income also may qualify for DIC. Under 
previous law, surviving spouses who remarried were not eligible for DIC unless 
their marriages ended.  At that time they could apply for reinstatement of bene-
fits.  Under the new law, surviving spouses who remarried after age 57 and 
before Dec. 16, 2003, have a limited time to apply for restoration of DIC. They 
have one year from the date the new law was enacted (Dec. 16, 2003) to apply 
for restoration of benefits.  If VA receives the application later than Dec. 15, 
2004, restoration of DIC must be denied.                        
The one-year application period does not apply to other surviving spouses 
whose remarriage on or after attaining age 57 followed enactment of the law. 
For more information on restoration of DIC, call VA’s toll free number at 1-
800-827-1000 or visit the nearest VA regional office.  Office locations can be 
found in the blue pages of local telephone directories. 
People who are hearing impaired should call VA at 1-800-829-4833 by use of a 
telecommunications device for the deaf (TDD).   
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Virginia Regimental Flag  
This flag was carried by an unknown Virginia regiment. On 
April 8, 1865, Major Thomas Ward of General Armstrong 
Custers's cavalry division captured it near Namozine Church. 
Major Ward was General Custer's brother-in-law. 

Civil War Flag in the National Parks Service Collection 

APPOMATTOX 

Brigade Headquarters Flag 
in the Ninth Army Corps  

This is the flag of the 3rd Brigade, 2nd Division of the 9th 
Army Corps. Brigade headquarters flags were usually triangular 
in shape and carried the Corps badge in the center.   

61st Virginia Volunteer Infantry Regiment Battle Flag            
This flag, carried by regiment in Major General William Ma-
hones division, was surrendered at Appomattox Courthouse on 
April 9th 1865. A Connecticut soldier took the flag home. 

This Bit of History will continue in the September Issue 
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 Disability Pension Benefits 
What Is VA Disability Pension ? 
Disability Pension is a benefit paid to wartime veterans with limited income who are no longer able to work and or 

over the age of 65. 
 

 Who Is Eligible ? 
You may be eligible if: 
you were discharged from service under other than dishonorable conditions,  AND 
you served 90 days or more of active duty with at least 1 day during a period of war time.  However, 38 CFR 3.12a 
requires that anyone who enlists after 9/7/80 generally has to serve at least 24 months or the full period for which a 
person was called or ordered to active duty in order to receive any benefits based on that period of service.  With the 
advent of the Gulf War on 8/2/90 (and still not ended by Congress to this day), veterans can now serve after 9/7/80 
during a period of war time.  When they do, they generally now must serve 24 months to be eligible for pension or 
any other benefit.  But note the exclusions in 38 CFR 3.12(d),  AND 
you have disabilities that keep you from working a regular, full-time job,  AND 

your countable family income is below a yearly limit set by law 

 

How Much Does VA Pay ? 

VA pays you the difference between your countable family income and the yearly income limit which describes your 
situation (see chart above).  This difference is generally paid in 12 equal monthly payments rounded down to the 
nearest dollar.  Call the toll-free number below for details. 

 

 How Can You Apply ? 
You can apply by filling out VA Form 21-526, Veteran's Application for Compensation Or Pension.  If available, attach 
copies of dependency records (marriage & children's birth certificates) and current medical evidence (doctor & hospi-
tal reports).   

FAMILY INCOME LIMITS ( EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1, 2003 ) 
If you are a... Your yearly income must be less 

than... 
Veteran with no dependents $  9,894 

Veteran with a spouse or a child $12,959 

(Veterans with additional children:  add $1,688 to the limit for EACH child)   
Housebound veteran with no dependents $12,092 

Housebound veteran with one dependent $15,156 

Veteran who needs aid and attendance and you have no dependents $16,509 

Veteran who needs aid and attendance and you have one dependent $19,570 

Note:  Some income is not counted toward the yearly limit (for example, welfare benefits, some wages earned by dependent 
children, and Supplemental Security Income)   
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Death Pension Benefits 
 

 What Is Death Pension ? 

 Death Pension is a benefit paid to eligible dependents of deceased wartime veterans.   
 

 Who Is Eligible ? 

 You may be eligible if: 

the deceased veteran was discharged from service under other than dishonorable conditions,  AND 

he or she served 90 days or more of active duty with at least 1 day during a period of war time.  However, 38 CFR 3.12a requires 
that anyone who enlists after 9/7/80 generally has to serve at least 24 months or the full period for which a person was 
called or ordered to active duty in order to receive any benefits based on that period of service.  With the advent of the Gulf 
War on 8/2/90 (and still not ended by Congress to this day), veterans can now serve after 9/7/80 during a period of war-
time.  When they do, they generally now must serve 24 months to be eligible for pension or any other benefits.  But note the 
exclusions in 38 CFR 3.12(d),  AND 

 

 you are the surviving spouse or unmarried child of the deceased veteran,  AND 
 

  your countable income is below a yearly limit set by law 
  

 
 

 How Much Does VA Pay ? 

 
 VA pays you the difference between your countable income and the yearly income limit which describes your situation 

(see chart above).  This difference is generally paid in 12 equal monthly payments rounded down to the nearest dollar.  
Call the toll-free number below for details. 

 
 How Can You Apply ? 

 
 You can apply by filling out VA Form 21-534, Application for Dependency and Indemnity Compensation Or Death Pension by Sur-

viving Spouse or Child.  If available, attach copies of dependency records (marriage & children's birth certificates). 

INCOME LIMITS ( EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1, 2003 )  

If you are a... Your yearly income must be less 
than... 

Surviving spouse with no dependent children $ 6,634 

Surviving spouse with one dependent child $ 8,686 

 (Add $1,688 to the limit for EACH additional child)   

Housebound surviving spouse with no dependents $ 8,109 

Housebound surviving spouse with one dependent $10,157 

Surviving spouse who needs aid and attendance with no dependents $10,606 

Surviving spouse who needs aid and attendance with one dependent                      $12,654 

 Surviving child (no eligible parent)                        $1,688 

Note:  Some income is not counted toward the yearly limit (for example, welfare benefits, some wages earned by dependent children, and 
Supplemental Security Income) 
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Distinguished Flying Cross 

(All Services) 

For heroism or extraordinary achievement in aerial flight. 

Established in 1926 and made retroactive for actions after 1918, the first recipient 
of the DFC was Charles A. Lindberg.  Other distinguished aviators to receive 
the award were Commander Richard Byrd and Amelia Earhart.  The DFC can 
be awarded for achievements in aviation as demonstrated by these three recipi-

ents, or for heroism in aerial combat. 

 

  (Navy/USMC)   "V" device denotes valor in combat action.  

(Army/AF)   Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster is worn for subsequent awards. 
    (Navy/USMC/CG)   A Gold Star is worn for subsequent awards.  

(Army/AF)   A Silver Oak Leaf Cluster is worn in lieu of 5 Bronze OLCs.   
   (Navy/USMC/CG)  A Silver Star is worn in lieu of 5 Gold Stars. 

 

  

  

  

 

WASHINGTON – Veterans can receive chiropractic care at 26 selected Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) facilities 
beginning this fall, Secretary of Veterans Affairs Anthony J. Principi announced today.  
VA will hire or contract with doctors of chiropractic to provide the care.  In consultation with VA primary care providers, 
doctors of chiropractic will offer patient evaluations and chiropractic care for neuromusculoskeletal conditions. 
“Today, VA makes another significant improvement to the world-class health care we provide for eligible veterans,” said 
Principi.  “Veterans who will benefit from chiropractic services will now have the opportunity to receive chiropractic care 
to restore them to good health.” 
Locations where chiropractic care will be provided include Togus, Maine; West Haven/Newington, Conn.; Buffalo and 
the Bronx, N.Y.; Butler, Pa.; Martinsburg, W.Va.; Salisbury, N.C.; Augusta, Ga.; Tampa and Miami, Fla.; Mountain Home, 
Tenn.; Columbus, Ohio; Danville, Ill.; Iron Mountain, Mich.; Kansas City, Mo.; Jackson, Miss.; San Antonio, Temple and 
Dallas, Texas; Albuquerque, N.M.; Phoenix, Ariz.; Fort Harrison, Mont.; Seattle, Wash.; Martinez and Los Angeles, Calif.; 
and Sioux Falls, S.D. 
Eligible veterans in areas distant from these locations will also be able to receive chiropractic care through VA’s outpa-
tient fee-basis program after a referral by their primary care provider, and prior authorization by the department. 
VA was authorized to offer chiropractic care and services under the provisions of section 204 of Public Law 107-135, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs Health Care Programs Enhancement Act of 2001.   
Chiropractors seeking employment or to provide contract services to veterans should call the Human Resources office of 
any of the above facilities.  Some VA positions may be advertised at http://www.vacareers.com. 



 

Denton County Veterans Service Office 
306 N. Loop 288, Suite 146 
Denton, TX  76209 
Monday through Friday 
8:00 am—Noon & 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

For Local Help:  Phone: 940-349-2950  Fax: 940-349-2951  - veterans@dentoncounty.com Page 6 

If  you ♥ your freedom 
Thank a veteran  

We’re on the WEB at 

www.dentoncounty.com 

DID YOU KNOW 
 
That the Department of Veterans Affairs Life Insurance  
Program now has Online Policy Access through 
  
http://www.insurance.va.gov/choose.htm 

 

 
Apply for S-DVI Insurance Online Using Our New AutoForm Application! 
Now you can apply for Service-Disabled Veterans Insurance with the click of a button! Our new AutoForm 
(Automated Form) application will walk you through the application step-by-step. The new application offers the fol-
lowing advantages: 
Ease of Use - The step-by-step format and online help screens take the guesswork out of applying. You can review 
different insurance plans and calculate premiums with the click of a mouse. We'll even help you determine if you are 
eligible for this insurance. 
 
Flexibility - Don't have time to finish? We'll save your application on our secure server until you can get back to it. 
. 
Convenience - Submit your application electronically via our secure server and we'll begin working on it right away! 
OR, print your application and mail or fax it to us.  Go to the following website for more information and access to the  
new AutoForm application. 

https://insurance.va.gov/Autoform/index.asp 
 


